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Global environmental problems are complex and diverse, and
have aspects of truth-seeking and practical aspects of solving
problems.Therefore, both are required

• Advanced researchers who can pioneer "global environmental 
studies" with foresight, depth and breadth as an academic 
discipline

• Advanced practitioners who can solve specific problems from 
the global level to the regional level, and have the ability to 
sustainably improve, maintain and manage the global 
environment

→ Establishment of Global Eenvironmental Studies
Basic principle of Kyoto University: 

Contributing to the harmonious coexistence of global society

To solve global Environmental problem・・
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Outline of Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
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 Multi-sector Professors joined and established the 
interdisciplinary Graduate School in April, 2002

 Law and policy, Economics
 Technology （Environmental Engineering, Civil Engineering, 

Industrial Chemistry, Architecture and etc.）
 Science（Atmospheric Chemistry, Biological Engineering and 

etc.）
 Agriculture（Landuse planning, Ecosystem, Landscape 

conservation and etc.)
 Professors: 47
 Professor 19,  Associate Professor 15,  Lecturer 1, Assistant 

Professor 12
 In addition, professors at other schools and institution join the 

GSGES programs as cooperative professor
 Students: 189 （at April, 2021, Doctoral Program 86, Master’s 

Program 103 students)
 Graduated students: 907 （Doctoral Program 212名、Master’s 

Program 695）



Organization of GSGES
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 Hall of Global Environmental Research (Professor/Research 
Organization)

 Three departments; Global ecology, Technology and Ecology, 
and Natural Resources
 About 60% of Professors and Laboratory are double 

appointments, change every 5 to 10 years 

 School of Global Environmental Studies (Student/Educational 
Organization)

 Global Environmental Studies（Doctoral Program）
 Environmental Management（Master’s and Doctoral Program ）

 Sansai Gakurin/Grove of Universal Learning
(Educational Support Organization)

 Collaborating Professors （Other Schools and Institutions at 
Kyoto University）

All faculty members of GSGES are educating both of the two 
majors of the faculty



Sansai Gakurin/Grove of Universal Learning 
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SANSAI Newsletter
Please see the Website

"Sansai" refers to the traditional East Asian triad 
of heaven, earth and humanity that embraces 
the phenomenal world. "Gakurin" means a 
grove of scholars. Sansai Gakurin proposes, 
through research and learning, to foster the 
ideal of a global civilization based upon a new 
civility that includes the non-human as well as 
human world.（Refer: Website）



Sansai Gakurin 「Global environmental Forum」
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Sansai Gakurin 「Hannari Kyoto Shimadai-jyuku」
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GSGES and Special features of the curriculum
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 Providing educational opportunities in a wide 
range of academic fields

 Aiming to build a new academic field based 
on the conventional natural sciences and 
social sciences

 Establishing a system for experiential 
learning of real problems by collaborating 
and interacting with domestic and 
international organizations

 Improving internationality through various 
English classes and discussions with foreign 
teachers and international students

Major Main goal Program
Global Environmental 
Studies

Mainly to foster 
researchers Doctoral Program

Environmental 
Management

Mainly to foster  
practitioners

Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program



Collaborative education and research with partner universities 
in Southeast Asia 9
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Example of Partner University

Example： The Environmental Innovator 
Program (EIP) — Cultivating Environmental 
Leaders across the ASEAN Region
（starting from FY2015）

→ EIP aims to foster the development of 
environmental innovators with high levels 
of technical expertise, communication 
skills and a deep understanding of local 
cultures by utilizing the following three 
approaches.

Kyoto University Partner University

3 years Double Degree Master’s Course

Courses in 
partner 

universities 
throughout the

Thesis Thesis

Thesis

Courses in
local Uni. 

Courses in 
Kyoto Uni

3 years basic
Master’s Course

1st Year

2nd Year

3rd Year

Conceptual diagram of the 
double degree program

University



Participate in the Environmental Study sector to 
“Japan Gateway : Kyoto University Top Global Program” 10

Conclude academic exchange agreements and 
student exchange agreements with overseas universities

Student exchange 
and dispatch

Internship Program, etc. Special Audit Students
Special Research Students

Student exchange 
and accept

Establishment of an 
international joint education 
program based on the credit 
transfer system

Promotion of 
research exchange 
and international joint 
research

Increase in 
international co-
authored papers

Establishing GEGES international hub
in education and research

Establishing Double Degree 
Program（including Joint degree）


