Sansai Newsletter No.33 21 August 2023

o i,

- T r—
Photo by Akita forest support center

Page Contents Date
) The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES) celebrated its 20th
anniversary in April 2022
3 GSGES hosts 20th anniversary ceremony Nov 24, 2022

GSGES hosts "Kyoto University International Symposium on Education and
5 Research in Global Environmental Studies in Asia — 20 Years of GSGES | Nov 25, 2022
Achievements and Future Opportunities"

6 "Mori Project” completed by GSGES students March 30, 2023

7 The 6th Kyoto University — Mahidol University On-site Laboratory Workshop March 29, 2023

[Sansai interview] Aki Yamamura, Laboratory of Historical Geography and Culture at the
Department of Global Ecology

19 Awards Received by GSGES Members

20 Website Renewal

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies Page 1



Sansai Newsletter No.33

o, = i

Groduase Schoo! of Glabel Ervecrmsesal Sradias

The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGES) was founded in April 2002 and celebrated its
20th anniversary in April 2022. T would like to express
my deepest gratitude to everyone who has made every
effort from the preparatory stage to the present day.

GSGES is a new graduate school that befits the
beginning of the 21st century, which is called the
“Century of the Environment”. This graduate school was
established by five graduate schools (Graduate School of
Economics, Graduate School of Engineering, Graduate
School of Agriculture, Graduate School of Human and
Environmental Studies, and the Institute for Research in
Humanities), pooling their human resources and
establishing relationships. Under the unique system of
Kyoto University, GSGES has expanded its activities
with the support and combined dedication of many
people. Over the past 20 years, more than 200 faculty
members have been involved in research at the Hall of
Global Environmental Research with the rotating
laboratory system. It is my greatest pleasure to be able to
work together with faculty members from such diverse
faculties and schools and to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of our founding. I hope that more researchers
will be involved in global environmental studies with the
rotating laboratory system at the Hall of Global
Environmental Research and that this circle of
collaboration will continue to expand.

Over the past 20 years, GSGES has taken on new
challenges in terms of research, education, and outreach
activities and has continued to expand the scope of its
activities. Especially in the past 10 years, we have
engaged in efforts to solve environmental problems not
only in Japan but also in Asia, with a focus on the
“Environmental Innovator Program (EIP) -Cultivating
Environmental Leaders across the ASEAN Region-“. In
the Seeds Fund that was implemented as part of this
project, since the beginning of the project in 2013, we
have provided grants to a total of 137 young researchers
with a budget of approximately USD 30,000 annually; we
have promoted international joint research between the
Hall of Global Environmental Research and young
international researchers. In terms of education, we have
launched double-degree programs where students can
obtain master’s degrees from two universities in three
years; as of November 2022, the programs with Mahidol
University in Thailand, Tsinghua University in China,
and IPB University in Indonesia have had ten, seven, and
nine participants, respectively. These activities have
come to fruition: from 2019 onward, the Environmental
Innovator Program (EIP) -Cultivating Environmental
Leaders across the ASEAN Region - has been a part of
the school’s regular budget.
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The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGES) celebrated its 20th anniversary in April 2022

Going forward, we would like to devote our best
efforts to further strengthen interdisciplinary research
that contributes to the solution to global environmental
problems by using the rotating laboratory system; expand
international collaborations to further the ties of Asian
universities to other regions worldwide; and achieve a
diverse graduate school where young, women, and
foreign researchers can play an active role. As we mark
our 20th anniversary, we begin our new journey, and [
sincerely ask for your continued guidance and
encouragement in our endeavors.

Dean, Graduate School of Global Environmental
Studies, Kyoto University
Takeshi Katsumi
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GSGES hosts 20th Anniversary Ceremony

On November 24 and 25, 2022, GSGES held a
ceremony to mark its 20th anniversary and hosted the
“Kyoto University International Symposium on
Education and Research in Global Environmental Studies
in Asia 2022 — 20 Years of GSGES Achievements and
Future Opportunities.”

The Kyoto University International Symposium has
been held annually since 2015 as part of GSGES’
ongoing international collaboration efforts which were
initiated with the school’s founding two decades ago.
This year’s conference was part of a two-day program.
The ceremony was held in hybrid mode on November 24
to reflect on GSGES’ 20 years of achievements and its
future. The ceremony was attended by 235 participants —
63 in-person at Kyoto University’s Maskawa Building
for Education and Research and 172 online.

The ceremony began with an address from GSGES
Dean, Takeshi Katsumi, followed by a keynote lecture by
Kyoto University President, Nagahiro Minato. GSGES
Vice Dean, Makoto Usami then delivered a lecture on
“The Past and Present of GSGES: Achievements,
Challenges, and Prospects.” The first part of the event

GSGES Dean Katsumi opening the
a keynote lecture
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Kyoto University President Minato delivering GSGES Vice Dean Usami discussing “The
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concluded with congratulatory video messages from nine
overseas partner universities, three of them were
delivered by GSGES’ doctoral graduates — Dr. Tran
Thanh Duc (2012), Rector of Hue University of
Agriculture and Forestry, Vietnam; Dr. Sanara Hor
(2014), Dean of the Faculty of Land Management and
Land Administration, Royal University of Agriculture,
Cambodia; and Dr. Nguyen Ngoc Tung (2012), Dean of
the Faculty of Architecture, Hue University of Sciences,
Vietnam.

The second part opened with a presentation by
Professor Emeritus and former GSGES Dean, Shigeo
Fujii, who discussed the school’s international
collaborations in Vietnam, detailing the history and
achievements of long-term projects implemented in the
country with researchers from partner universities.
GSGES Professor, Shinya Echigo spoke about the
school’s research and education collaborations with
Mabhidol University in Thailand, including an “on-site
laboratory” initiative and double-degree programs. The
speakers participated in a panel discussion with three
other researchers — Dr. Suwanna Boontanon, Associate

b

Past and Present of GSGES: Achievements,
Challenges, and Prospects”
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Professor at Mahidol University (program-specific
Associate Professor at GSGES); Dr. Ayako Fujieda,
Lecturer at Kyoto Seika University, former Assistant
Professor at GSGES, and one of the school’s first
graduates; and Dr. Minori Tokito, Assistant Professor at
GSGES and a 2018 graduate of the school’s doctoral
program. The three researchers described their Asia-
based long-term international education and research
collaborations in global environmental studies and
exchanged ideas for future projects with the other
panelists. The session was moderated by GSGES
Professor Hirohide Kobayashi, who later delivered the
closing remarks for the ceremony.
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20th anniversary ceremony held in-person and online
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Panel discussion

For details of the commemorative event, please visit the website.
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Website :

https://www.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/activities/celebrating-gsges-20th-anniversary
https://www.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/activities/celebrating-gsges-20th-anniversary
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GSGES hosts “Kyoto University International Symposium on Education and
Research in Global Environmental Studies in Asia - 20 Years of GSGES

Achievements and Future Opportunities”

On November 24 and 25, 2022, GSGES held a
ceremony to mark its 20th anniversary and hosted the
“Kyoto University International Symposium on
Education and Research in Global Environmental Studies
in Asia 2022 — 20 Years of GSGES Achievements and
Future Opportunities™.

The Kyoto University International Symposium has
been held annually since 2015 as part of GSGES’
ongoing international collaboration efforts which were
initiated with the school’s founding two decades ago.
This year’s conference was part of a two-day program
that included the ceremony held on November 24 to
reflect on GSGES’ 20 years of achievements and its
future. The symposium was held online on November 25
with 354 participants.

The International Symposium began with three poster
sessions on “Global Ecology,” “Environmental
Technology,” and “Natural Resources” — featuring 82
presentations by early-career researchers and students
who discussed the latest topics in environmental studies
and responded to audience questions.

Three oral sessions were then conducted parallelly,
coordinated by GSGES faculty, focusing on: 1) Global
Environmental Challenges: A  Multi-Disciplinary
Perspective (Coordinator: Senior Lecturer Roger Cloud
Baars), 2) Plastics Management and Microplastics Issues
in Asia (Coordinator: Associate Professor Shuhei
Tanaka), and 3) Natural Resources Utilization for
Urban/Rural Development (Coordinator: Professor Izuru
Saizen). Each session featured three to four guest
researchers who reported on recent developments and
notable achievements in their fields and engaged in an
active exchange of views and information sharing.

The closing session included an award ceremony for
the best poster from each poster session, selected by a 23-
member committee, representing nine
universities/institutions. The symposium concluded with
remarks from GSGES Professor, Shinya Funakawa.

GSGES was established in April 2002 to address the
21st century’s urgent environmental problems. The
ceremony and symposium provided an invaluable
opportunity to look back at this 20-year history and
examine contemporary global environmental issues and
explore future opportunities. Looking at the future of
global environmental studies, GSGES researchers
underlined the importance of sustained efforts in
interdisciplinary and practical research, international
collaboration, and human capital development where the
school’s top priority is to create an environment in which
people of diverse backgrounds can flourish, regardless of
gender, nationality, age, or job title.

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

GSGES aims to constantly enhance its research and
education activities over the coming decade by building
on 20 years of achievements.
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The closing session of the Kyoto University International
Symposium held online
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“MORI Project” completed by GSGES students

GSGES launched the “MORI Project” in the spring of
2022 to revitalize the small common space around the
aging wisteria trellis in the courtyard on the north side of
Research Building No. 14 (former Faculty of
Engineering, Department of Architecture). The idea was
to build a place of rest and relaxation where humans,
living creatures, and plants could coexist by improving
its condition with our own hands. The students, led by
Assistant Professor, Mizuki Suginaka, promoted the
project, and the renovation was completed in the spring
0f'2023.

This project was regarded by the university headquarters
as a good initiative. Ms. Haruko Nozaki, Executive Vice
President for Public Relations, was interested in the
project. On March 30, 2023, we invited her and held an
unveiling party organized by the students involved in the
project.

In this renovation, the aging wisteria trellis, stone
pavement, and benches were repaired to create a relaxing
environment where everyone could enjoy the garden

The unveiling party
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more. In addition, this project featured lectures and
activities, such as a lecture on the vegetation in the
courtyard by Professor Shozo Shibata, a biological
survey and lecture under the guidance of Professor Kanto
Nishikawa, and a lecture on the history of this area by
Professor Aki Yamamura. These allowed us to view the
courtyard from new perspectives and think about future
environmental maintenance. Digest versions of each
lecture are posted on the GSGES website and we invite
everyone to take a look. We focused on renovating the
wisteria trellis area and would like to continue our efforts
to maintain a good environment in the courtyard. We
hope that this project will be an opportunity for the
courtyard, which has been an important place for many
people, to continue to be cherished in the future.
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Website :

https://www.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/activities/mori-project
https://www.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/activities/mori-project

The 6th Kyoto University = Mahidol University On-site Laboratory Workshop

(March 29, 2023)

The 6th Kyoto University — Mahidol University On-
site Laboratory Workshop was hosted by GSGES on
March 29, 2023. Due to the pandemic, it was held online
and had 110 participants: 48 participants from Kyoto
University, 50 participants from Mahidol University, and
12 participants from other organizations.

The workshop opened with an address from Professor
Yasuyuki Kono, Vice President of Kyoto University. It
featured parallel research sessions where researchers
from two universities were divided into four groups:

Environmental Engineering, Agriculture and Ecosystems,

Public Health, and Chemical Engineering. Participants
actively shared their research and achievements. A
plenary session included a summary of the research
sessions, presentations by students and early-career
researchers, and lively discussions chaired by Professor
Shinya Echigo.

“h“ln

A part of the photo session
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The workshop concluded with remarks from Professor
Thatchavee Leelawat, Vice-president of Mahidol
University. This successful workshop promoted on-site
laboratories and fostered new collaborations and
experience exchange in the four above-mentioned fields.
Successful intercommunication and collaborations
between Kyoto University, Mahidol University, and
other overseas universities are expected in the future.
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Parallel Research Sessions

Aki Yamamura, Laboratory of Historical Geography and Culture at the Department

of Global Ecology
(Conducted on Feb 24, 2023)

A: Prof. Aki Yamamura
—: Interviewer

— Thank you for your time today.
A: 1t’s my pleasure.

—What were you like when you were a child?

A: 1 grew up in the countryside of Miyoshi City, which is
in a basin in Chugoku mountains, deep in Hiroshima
prefecture. I could run around in the fields, explore the
mountains, play soccer in the rice fields after cultivation,
and do whatever I wanted freely there. However, I had a
strong desire to leave the small town when I was small.
—The environment there was great.

A: Yes, it was good. Since I was born in the second
generation of the baby boomers, I had many friends. I
think I was very blessed to have such an environment
where I could play outside freely. But as I grew up, I felt
that the world I saw was small and wondered if I would
spend the rest of my life in this small town. Then, from
around the end of primary school, I started thinking about
how I could leave this town.

—It’s like the start of a drama.

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

A: That’s right. I yearned for the city; maybe it’s the
opposite of the students at this graduate school. I wanted
to go to a more open, urban world, because I was born
and raised in the countryside. Although I was more
concerned about the narrowness of it as I grew up, I
couldn’t run away from home. The only legal way to go
to the city was for higher education, so, that is why I
started studying hard for the entrance exams.

—So you lived in Hiroshima prefecture until you entered
university?

A: Yes, but I moved to Fukuyama City in Hiroshima
prefecture and started to live by myself when I entered a
preparatory high school. Preparatory schools were only
in the cities and not in my town.

— You had to survive fiercely competitive entrance
examinations, because it was the period a lot of second
generation baby boomers took entrance exams.

A: That’s right. The only closest high school, from which
we could aim for universities, was 100 km away from our
town. I couldn’t go there from Miyoshi, because it was a
3-hour train ride one-way (laughs). So at the age of 15, I
left my parents, started to live by myself, and went to a
high school there for 3 years. Fukuyama was the second
largest city in Hiroshima. The first time I went there, I
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thought, “Oh, my life has changed.” Even the kinds of
places where my classmates shopped or the things they
bought were different from where I used to go or what I
used to buy. The environment in which they grew up was
urban, and from my point of view, it was something I had
longed for. When I was in high school, everyone looked
smart, fashionable, and cute, and I really thought, “Oh,
this is a city.”

—Until junior high school, were you interested in the
surrounding scenery and topography? Or did that happen
after you left for Fukuyama?

A: 1 think it was both. I was in a very small town in
Miyoshi, so by the time I was in a junior high school, I
had memorized all the roads. It was not in the form of a
proper map, but all the scenery was in my head: I had
been down this road, and what would appear when I turn
here. That is why I wanted to go out of a basin in the
mountains. Then, while I was in Fukuyama, because I
only had three years in high school, I cycled and walked
around the entire town of Fukuyama, and drew markers
on the map for all the roads I went to. After three years, |
had covered all the roads. When I was in Fukuyama, I felt
like I was going to conquer everything.

—It’s very connected to the present (laughs).

A: I think I liked geography.

—You were already doing this kind of activity before
GPS was available, weren’t you?

A: 1 think I like to cultivate a sense of geography in my

bod )
TR

-

Prof. Aki Yamamura in her laboratory

—On the contrary, it is often said that people don’t
remember roads or landscapes if they use a car navigation
system.

A: That is true. When I look at a screen of the system, [
feel like I see something completely different. I feel that
“oh it’s not what I think.*

—It’s good that you understand both. Of course, a
navigation system has some convenient points and some
inconvenient points.

A: When I look at a map, I have the odd realization, “Oh,
that’s how it was.” The scenery I knew and the
impression I had when I saw something on a map. That
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gap was a lot of fun. “Oh, it was here, and if I went to the
next road, I could have been here in 10 minutes.” It was
fun to realize that.

—1I think books often talk about “a woman who can’t read
maps,” but you most definitely can read maps.

A: That’s right. I can read maps and I probably have a
physical sense of geography. So, sometimes the direction
is blurred but the intuition that there is roughly something
in this direction is rarely wrong.

—Then it’s fun to go to various towns.

A: It’s fun. It’s like painting a map I don’t know or
coloring a blank map.

—Sounds like you’re really enjoying it.

—What got you interested in castle towns, especially
Muromachi, and the Sengoku period? Was it related to
Mohri or Ukita in Hiroshima?

A: When 1 was in high school I liked Japanese history,
too. Physically, I liked geography and my curiosity liked
Japanese history. When I was in high school, I didn’t
know that I could actually study them together. I thought
geography and Japanese history were separate subjects
which could not be studied together. When I first entered
the university, there was a popular class where the teacher
taught me that there is something called historical
geography, that is, reproducing old geography on a map
and reading history from that. When I took that class in
April, just after entering Kyoto University, I realized that
it was what I wanted to do and I was glad I came to Kyoto
University. Later, I learned that not all universities have
historical geography so I was glad I could enter here. It’s
not that [ had to throw away one or the other, I could do
both. That was big for me.

—When [ saw you in Buratamori, a NHK TV program,
what impressed me the most was the fun way you walked.
You walked lighter than Tamori-san and the announcer.
I get quite nervous when I’'m on TV but I think you enjoy
it a lot. I like history and I often see them on TV, like
Senda-sensei and Isoda-sensei.

A: Senda-sensei and I often work together.
—Senda-sensei often climbs mountains when he goes to
a place where there used to be a castle. I like the way he
walks and the way you walk are similar. When I saw your
walks, I felt that I could see the commonalities and hearts
of the university professors and researchers who enjoyed
themselves.

A: 1 suppose my feelings come forth.

—That’s a pleasant thing to look at. I think that’s the kind
of work that Tamori likes to do, so it was great to see
something like that.

A: Really? Thank you (laughs).

A: 1 liked both history and geography at the same time.
Any period was good for me to research. Since I was a
child, I’ve wondered “What the town I live in now was
like in the past?” When I was a child, roads weren’t of
asphalt; I remember the moment when the road in front
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of my house was asphalted, and the streetlights became
brighter. Even as a child, I felt that this is what it means
for a village to become a town. But if I think about it,
every place in Japan must have experienced it. It
happened in other places much before it happened in the
town I was in. Castle towns would have had road surface
improvement earlier. For example, Hiroshima city is said
that it was destroyed by the atomic bomb, but it was also
a castle town. I have been curious about where the old
roads were, whether this road was old or not, whether all
old roads had been lost ... all those things. Fukuyama was
also a castle town. But now that it’s an industrial city,
everyone thinks it’s just an industrial city.

—In Sunpu, there is still a lot of land division from the
time of Imagawa Y oshimoto, right?

A: That’s right. Surprisingly, the infrastructure of Japan,
such as land division and roads, is old. Japan probably
can't easily change what has been decided all at once. So,
there will be a kind of vested interest in land.

—1I felt that for the first time when I went to Singapore.
In Japan, there are regions, and each region has its history,
and that’s what makes it good. But in Singapore, the
towns are small and the country and politics are strong.
So, when the government says, “Let’s build a road here,”
they build it with a bang. I was able to visit many places
and it was fun to see the towns.

—Do you see a lot of medieval cities?

A: 1 go to Europe quite a lot. I like medieval towns in
Europe. A higher proportion of history remains there as
architecture than in Japan. In Japan, only the plots remain.
—It’s the difference between the culture of stone and the
culture of wood.

A: It’s more interesting to see how they are used in
modern times in Europe than in Japan. Sometimes,
however, even they say that most part of a city has been
left intact, but actually, the castle wall has been neatly
demolished, and it has become a ring road. They are also
unexpectedly cruelly destroyed in Europe.

—They leave only the outside, for example.

A: They leave enough to make foreigners feel that it is
amazing, but if I look at a map, the percentage of
destruction is surprisingly high. I think there are still
more old plots of land left in Japan (laughs).

—Such a moment is when you find research enjoyable
and rewarding, right?

A: Right. Almost all of the joy and satisfaction of my
research lies in moments like that. I find any place
interesting, not only castle towns. Recently, the interests
of students in my laboratory have been varied. Beppu, for
example, looks like it has been around for a long time,
but it is a hot spring city since the modern era. There are
stories that Beppu became nationally known because of
the roads that were built in various places in the modern
era after the Meiji period, the arrival of ferries from
Osaka, and the establishment of an entertainment district.
So its history is a little secular, because it became popular
not because of spa-treatment but because of
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entertainment. When I look at such things, I find that
history, not limited to castle towns, has changed
considerably due to modern circumstances. If I want to
read, I can read history anywhere. I can see what people
were planning on the land that I walk on. I guess that’s
what people were trying to do, or that this was halfway
done. When I see that a road ends in a strange place, I can
think about various things, such as whether there was
something tied there. Even in the town I go to for the first
time, I can enjoy the moment when I can see what
happened in that place without having read a book.
—What we learned as children is thought to be the history
of the winners, for example, the Edo period is the history
seen through the eyes of the Tokugawa, little is known
about Akechi. More recently, there are stories about Oda
Nobunaga’s face that were drawn with the eyes raised. I
enjoy seeing that when I’m looking at history these days.
In fact, in the battle of Komaki and Nagakute, Tokugawa
won two and lost 13 but they said that it was a draw. They
don't say that they lost even though they had two wins
and suffered 13 losses; they just said that they won. It’s
really fun to understand that. Walking around a town is
similar, isn’t it?

A: This is very true. In maps and landscapes, I can much
more clearly see additions made by people whose names
do not appear in history than in writing. Looking at the
present landscape, [ can see various things, such as efforts
and the traces of resistance made by local nameless
people. I feel like a strong human being (laughs).
—Lately, I’ve been thinking about the significance of
studying history at this age. As I go to various regions
and the world and look at history, I feel that people are
repetitive creatures. When something similar happens, 1
think about what happened and how it happened; so I
have to learn from it this time.

A: It really is, isn’t it?

—Recently, the global situation has gotten a little worse.
When I was a child, I didn’t understand the Cold War but
recently there have been some graphic aspects. I think
that we need to learn from history in these times. When
Tamori appeared in “Tetsuko’s Room,” he mentioned,
“2023 will be the beginning of a new prewar period” and
Tetsuko took it seriously. She was probably from before
the war. Now, while we are studying history and thinking
about how to avoid it. When we think about how many
more years we will live, we want to warn young people
but, in the end, we are carried away without
understanding.

A: When I went to Seto a while ago, it was famous for
ceramics and I walked with the students. When wartime
control began, metals were delivered to the Japanese
army; so all the metal products were provided to them and
used as weapons. This was when the Japanese army was
cornered at around the end of the World War II. It was
for a rather long period; about 7 years or so. Therefore,
the idea of using ceramics as a substitute was born in Seto
and they made everything that would have been

Page 10



Sansai Newsletter No.33

impossible, such as glass electric lights, using ceramics,
making them thinner. As a result, it became a
technological innovation and now Seto is famous for
small ceramics like chips but not famous for pottery
anymore. It was an industrial city. In a sense, during the
war, in that limited situation, a ceramic bubble occurred
and the products that had been sold so far could not be
sold anymore. So, they worked very hard to figure out
how to provide things under control. It’s not because of
the war, it’s about the idea.

—It’s a chance to come up with ideas, isn’t it?

A: In the backyard of the war, Seto was under extreme
pressure and something like that happened. At that time,
various things were happening in the countryside. On the
one hand, it was accompanied by great oppression, but on
the other hand, people tried to find a different way to live.
—That’s strong.

A: That’s why war affects many places. In terms of
infrastructure, Oike Street in Kyoto took its current form
due to the effects of the war. Oike Street is wide, isn’t it?
It is because of building evacuation. In preparation for air
raids in Kyoto city, roads were forcibly widened to
prevent the spread of fire.

—So they made it a barrier.

A: Yes. There was a paper telling occupants to leave the
next day. Then the locals showed up with hoes and
destroyed their houses. There was somewhat
compensation, of course, but they saw, with tears in their
eyes, their neighbors destroying their house. That is how
the Oike Street, Gojo Street, and Horikawa Street were
made wider, and as a result, these streets became useful
for Kyoto’s post-war transportation infrastructure.
—That’s right. Now we can run in ekiden. Thank you.
It’s a great learning experience.

A: History is interesting.

—I was looking forward to hearing your talk today. It’s
nice to know what I don’t know.

A: Oh, that’s good.

—Is there anything you keep in mind when conducting
research with students?

A: T think that even undergraduate students are not
familiar with a view of looking at maps and thinking
about geography. Few people study geography in high
school, so I think many people do not have the idea of
thinking about things in space. Therefore, I think it is the
duty of those who teach geography to make students
notice and think about things in that direction. Also, it is
a little less related to geography, but I am conscious of
giving students as many opportunities as possible to play
an active role. When we go to Seto, [ usually let students
make handouts. They don’t know the place. They are
assigned the work a week in advance. They do their
research and make materials. Then we all walk while
talking about our impressions. After a day of walking, it
becomes completely different. Eh, was it so interesting?
In Seto, they can end up like that. If I make a map and put
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it out, it feels like one-sided learning. While we hardly
decide on a course, we usually decide to go to certain
places and then try to improvise.

—That’s great. I would like to attend your ILAS seminar
if there is one.

A: 1 am holding an ILAS seminar at a nearby location.
We read a map around Kyoto University and do
fieldwork.

—That’s wonderful. When teaching the next generation,
we should give them a new viewpoint and directions that
they haven’t thought of before.

A: That’s right. If 1 ask them a question, they will respond
accordingly. Everyone is excellent.

— What are your thoughts on the difference between
university and graduate school?

A: In graduate school, I feel that a master’s degree and
doctorate are different. Until university, especially
because my current affiliation is the Faculty of Integrated
Human Studies, I intentionally teach in a way that does
not focus on a specialty. I teach geography as a way of
thinking. To be useful to the world, I tell students to think
more comprehensively. But when I teach master’s degree
students, the way like that is not enough to research, so I
tell them to be prepared to study geography. To that end,
I teach them basic of historical geography to some extent
while they are in undergraduate school. As a master’s,
they can use that as a reference point, but build on the
simple questions that arose during their undergraduate
years on the foundation they chose.

—I read in an article that you made a big mistake in your
master’s thesis.

A: After all, I had a narrow way of thinking.

—But the fact that you redid it from scratch with a Ph.D.
is amazing.

A: Actually, it’s not good for such people to get selected
to the doctoral course. I should have been rejected for my
master’s thesis. But my teachers let me in.

—You are not a teacher who has progressed smoothly. I
think that is why you have own point of view and that
also adds to diversity.

A: Thank you very much (laughs).

—Is a Ph.D. further specialization?

A: That’s right. 1 think setting the right questions is
necessary to gain expertise. If students proceed without
being able to see where they are going, I don’t think they
will end up creating research. I tell students to think
carefully about their position, not only in the academic
world but also in society. In a way, my geography is very
influenced by general trends. Recently, there has been a
lot of research on disaster prevention and urban
development. But they don’t have to do the same thing.
Rather, if they value the questions that arise from within,
they may be able to enjoy their research to the end.
—That’s right. That way you can continue for a long time,
right?

A: And that makes you more fond of the subject of your
research.
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— When [ receive a consultation about pursuing a
doctoral degree, I tell them that people who are happy to
hear, “You are so different,” are probably suited for a
doctorate.

A: That’s right. Originality.

—When people feel bad about being told, “You’re so
different,” I’'m a little worried about them.

A: It’s nice to have someone be different and not self-
absorbed. They can look at their position.

—What you are doing now is becoming popular. Tamori-
san is walking around the town a lot and everyone is
interested in it. Then there is Buratamori and an
increasing mood of trying to learn such things.

A: That’s a tailwind, isn’t it? But it’s the opposite at
academic conferences. There are no themes similar to my
work. It is scarce.

—Heh, that’s great.

A: I’m lucky that no one is doing it at all.

—Ah, you are different and unique (laughs).

A: ’'m unique (laughs). Why do you do old-fashioned
things like castle towns now? It’s like that.

—Are themes mostly disaster prevention or something
else?

A: Some people work on disaster prevention and urban
development based on history. But I am thinking about
them as a plus alpha. I like history, so it’s like how it used
to be. There is no one like that.

—That’s precious. After all, there is a history that has
been rewritten and I am also very interested in looking at
the real history from the geographical perspective. So I
hope you will play an active role in various places.
Following Professor Senda, Professor Yamamura is
going to play an active role (laughs).

A: 1t’s a lot of fun to walk with Senda-sensei. There have
been several times in municipalities where Senda-sensei
takes charge of a castle, and I am in charge of the castle
town. When Senda-sensei walks, he moves sideways at
an impossible speed, like on a mountain slope. He doesn’t
fall. When I walk, they say that I am walking around the
town, shaking everyone off, which is quite fun.

—Well, you are kind of similar. I think the gravity is
about 0.8.

A: That’s right (laughs). The fact that I have many
opportunities to speak to the general public is similar to
Senda-sensei. It is very similar to catching what the
general public wants.

—Are you more interested in the life of the common
people and the flow of water?

A: Yes. I want to know what it means to live in a castle
town, or what kind of a town people would like to live in
forever. I’'m a person who changed towns in the middle,
so I keep thinking about them. People don’t feel like
living somewhere unless they receive preferential
treatment, tax exemptions, ancestral exemptions, and so
on. That is very important.
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—It’s hard to live in wetlands. But water flows from high
to low points, so there are still places where it was used
well. Sakamoto is also still there, isn’t it?

A: That’s great. If such things were made properly,
people can still live there.

—That’s right. When I see that town, I think that Akechi
Mitsuhide was actually a good person.

A: Akechi-san was a good person.

—1I used to visit the shrine before I watched the Taiga
drama, NHK period drama. But history has changed a lot.
A: That's right. Recently, people like Akechi Mitsuhide
are no longer unilaterally called losers or bad guys.

—1 think it’s interesting to think him that way by seeing
Sakamoto and Fukuchiyama. The townspeople used to
hold festivals even when they were oppressed. That’s
what history and geography are.

A: That’s right. Mitsuhide was a proper politician and
people were thankful to him for putting up the
infrastructure. With this, the town prospered forever.

—I would like to see you slash history somewhere. | have
thought that Ieyasu in the current NHK Taiga is written
from a very different view.

A: Every time I see that, I think, “Oh, yes, that’s right.”
It’s a bit like a cartoon.

—It’s interesting to see the difference, thinking, “Is this
cut good?” and then thinking, “Oh, we’re going this way.”
A: Yes, really, the era when only lucky people could
survive, was the Sengoku period. So it was actually a very
miserable era. I think that the only person who just
happened to survive was Tokugawa leyasu. But there is
no logic there. Is Japan in such a harsh situation now? No,
so we are very blessed to be in a world where we don’t
have to build a castle.

—In most cases, they were not the eldest son in a feudal
family, which means the eldest sons could not survive,
right? Hidetada was the third son, wasn’t he?

A: Yes, he was the third son. The question was whether
he had enough ability to succeed. It was not until the third
shogun Iemitsu that the bureaucratic system, including
the vassal system, was properly established and that the
eldest son was made the heir even if he was not deserving.
Until then, however, because of the legacy of the
Sengoku period, the person at the top had to have good
judgment and stay alive, or else the people under him
would perish. The vassals would watch carefully and if
they thought a person was incapable, they would send
him into hiding or tell the family head that he was no
good, and either have him removed or killed.

—There were also negative effects that have occurred
because of this, even after the third shogun Iemitsu.

A: Yes, there have been; the eldest son was helpless, or
the heir was not born...etc. Without properly established
support system, it is difficult to let the eldest son take over,
which is considered a tradition in Japan, though. But,
unexpectedly, in the Sengoku period, the person at the top
was estimated by his ability.
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—That’s interesting. It just so happened that Ieyasu was
lucky enough to survive.

A: He was lucky. I think he had many chances to die. He
is probably going to die next week in the Taiga drama and
he is also about to be killed in Battle of Mikatagahara
there.

—It’s shocking that he had to kill his eldest son and wife.

21 August 2023

A: He survived such an era because he decided to kill his
eldest son and wife. We can’t live in those times.

—1I’m sorry, there were so many digressions. | had a lot
of fun.

(Interviewer: Shuhei Tanaka)
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Awards

Awards Received by GSGES Members

21 August 2023

Five members of GSGES received awards between January and April 2023 :

1.2022/5/20 Nanako Saito (master’s student) : Geo-
Environmental Engineering 2022. Best Presentation
Award

2. 2022/9/14 Shinya Funakawa (Professor)
Japanese Society of Soil Science and Plant Nutrition.

Japanese Society of Soil Science and Plant Nutrition
Award 2022

3. 2022/12/1 Yu ZHANG (doctoral student),
Tomohiro Kato (Assistant Professor), LINCOLN,
Waweru Gathuka (Program-Specific Researcher),
Atsushi Takai (Associate Professor), Takeshi
Katsumi(Professor) : Japan Chapter of International
Geosynthetics Society Paper Award / Arsenic
Attenuation by geosynthetic sorption sheet under
different overburden pressure conditions

4.2023/3/16 Keisuke Tomiyama (master’s student) :
Japan Society on Water Environment. 57th Annual
Meeting . Excellent Presentation Award (Kurita
Award)

5. 2023/4/5  Tsugihiro = Watanabe (Professor
Emeritus) : Association of Japanese Agricultural
Scientific Societies. Japan Prize of Agricultural
Science. The Yomiuri Prize of Agricultural Science.
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Website Renewal

We have renewed the GSGES website. The design
and structure have been renewed to make it easier to
browse and convey information easily. Updated content,
such as laboratory introduction videos, has been added.

Due to the renewal, the URL of the website has
changed. If it saved in the “Bookmarks” or “Favorites”
on your browser, please update the URL.

New website URL :
https://www.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/
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