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This video provides an English translation of the introduction to Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies, abbreviated as GSGES, at Kyoto University.



Global environmental problems are complex and diverse, and
have aspects of truth-seeking and practical aspects of solving
problems.Therefore, both are required

• Advanced researchers who can pioneer "global environmental 
studies" with foresight, depth and breadth as an academic 
discipline

• Advanced practitioners who can solve specific problems from 
the global level to the regional level, and have the ability to 
sustainably improve, maintain and manage the global 
environment

→ Establishment of Global Eenvironmental Studies
(basic principle of Kyoto University: Contributing to the harmonious coexistence of global society)

To solve global Environmental problem・・
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Global environmental issues are complex and diverse. There are many problems that cannot be addressed by a single academic discipline or solved by a single country alone. Therefore, addressing global environmental problems requires both the conventional pursuit of truth and the practical solution of real-world challenges.In other words, there is a need for advanced researchers who can pioneer "global environmental studies" with foresight, depth, and breadth as a discipline, and at the same time, there is a need for advanced practitioners who have the ability to improve, maintain, and manage the global environment in a sustainable manner and solve specific problems from the global to the regional level.Our Graduate School was established 21 years ago in response to these needs. Its establishment purpose inherently aligns with the 'Contribution to the Harmonious Coexistence of Global Societies,' as stated in the fundamental philosophy of Kyoto University as a whole.



Outline of Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

 Multi-sector Professors joined and established the 
interdisciplinary Graduate School in April, 2002

 Law and policy, Economics
 Technology (Environmental Engineering, Civil Engineering, 

Industrial Chemistry, Architecture, and etc.)
 Science (Atmospheric Chemistry, Biological Engineering and 

etc.)
 Agriculture (Land use planning, Ecosystem, Landscape 

conservation and etc.)
 Professors: 54
 Professor 20,  Associate Professor 14,  Lecturer 1, Assistant 

Professor 15
 In addition, professors at other schools and institution join the 

GSGES programs as cooperative professor
 Students: 173 (at April, 2024, Doctoral Program 77, Master’s 

Program 96 students)
 Graduated students: 1076 (Doctoral Program 255, Master’s 

Program 821)
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To provide an overview of our graduate school, we are an interdisciplinary institution with faculty and students from various fields of expertise.Faculty members‘ areas of expertise include law and policy, economics, technologies such as environmental engineering, sciences such as atmospheric chemistry, and agriculture such as land use planning and ecology.Currently, the number of faculty members is 54, and in addition, faculty members from other graduate schools and research institutes of Kyoto University participate in various ways.The current number of students is 173, and the total number of students who have completed their master's and doctoral programs to date is 1,076.



Organization of GSGES
 Hall of Global Environmental Research (Professor/Research 

Organization)
 Three departments; Global ecology, Technology and Ecology, 

and Natural Resources
 About 60% of Professors and Laboratory are double 

appointments, change every 5 to 10 years

 School of Global Environmental Studies (Student/Educational 
Organization)

 Global Environmental Studies (Doctoral Program)
 Environmental Management (Master’s and Doctoral Program) 
 Sansai Gakurin/Grove of Universal Learning

(Educational Support Organization)
 Collaborating Professors (Other Schools and Institutions at 

Kyoto University)

All faculty members of GSGES are educating both of the two 
majors of the faculty
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Our organization is a little different from other graduate schools, as the distinctive names, such as ”Hall of Global Environmental Studies Hall" and ”Sansai Gakurin" suggest.First of all, theHall of  Global Environmental Studies is an organization to which faculty members belong. There are three academic departments, each with its own faculty members: Global Ecology, Technology and Ecology, and Natural Resource. About 60% of the faculty members are changed every 5 to 10 years, enabling a wide variety of researchers and academic fields to contribute to solving global environmental problems.Next is the School of Global Environmental Studies, which is the organization to which the students belong.　There are two departments here: the Global Environmental Studies, which offers only a doctoral program, and the Environmental Management, which offers both a master's and a doctoral program.However, as you can see at the bottom of this slide, all of the faculty members in the GSGES participate in the education of both majors. Therefore, there is no such thing as "this major is the only one for you because you want to be taught by this faculty member. We encourage you to decide which major you would like to pursue after consulting with your advisor.The third organization, “Sanzai Gakurin”, is a research and education support organization.



Sansai Gakurin/Grove of Universal Learning 

"Sansai" refers to the traditional East Asian 
triad of heaven, earth and humanity that 
embraces the phenomenal world. "Gakurin" 
means a grove of scholars. Sansai Gakurin
proposes, through research and learning, to 
foster the ideal of a global civilization based 
upon a new civility that includes the non-human 
as well as human world.（Refer: Website）

SANSAI Newsletter
Please see the Website
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You may not be familiar with the name Sansai Gakurin, but the origin of the name and the philosophy behind it are explained here or on our website.This organization aims to connect our research and educational activities with society. In order to deal with environmental issues, it is important to have a relationship with society outside of the university, rather than to complete activities within the confines of the university's research laboratories.We regularly publish a newsletter and post it on our website, which is a good way for people to learn about Sansai Gakurin and our activities.



Sansai Gakurin 「Global environmental Forum」
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Sansai Gakurin also organizes lectures to inform people about our research and provide several opportunities to think together about environmental issues at the global and regional levels.For example, these are posters for the Global Environmental Forum. It is held twice a year on various themes. The lectures are on topics such as the electrification and automation of automobiles and the historical geography of our university's surroundings, but we also offer cutting-edge research, unique ideas, and topics related to our living environment.



Sansai Gakurin 「Hannari Kyoto Shimadai-jyuku」
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We also rent townhouses in Kyoto City, as shown in these photos, and call them "Hanneri Kyoto Shimadai-juku," where we introduce our research and exchange opinions with the general public in a more intimate setting.



GSGES and Special features of the curriculum

 Providing educational opportunities in a wide 
range of academic fields

 Aiming to build a new academic field based 
on the conventional natural sciences and 
social sciences

 Establishing a system for experiential learning 
of real problems by collaborating and 
interacting with domestic and international 
organizations

 Improving internationality through various 
English classes and discussions with foreign 
teachers and international students

Major Goal Course
Global Environmental 
Studies

Foster 
researchers Doctoral Program

Environmental 
Management

Foster 
practitioners

Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program
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We believe that the curriculum and entrance examinations are of interest to the viewers of this video. These are explained in detail in another video, so this video is only an overview of our graduate school.As mentioned earlier, there are two majors in our graduate school, Global Environmental Studies and Environmental Management, each of which is designed primarily to train researchers and practitioners, respectively.However, there are graduates from the Environmental Management major who are active at the forefront as researchers, and there are also graduates from the Global Environmental Studies major who are active as high-level practitioners.Our graduate school offers only a master's program in environmental management. This program is also described as training mainly practitioners, but we have several graduates who have gone on to doctoral programs and become researchers.The goal of the department's human resource development is not limited to a specific field, but rather is to nurture people who can contribute to solving a wide range of global environmental problems.As described here, our curriculum and faculty organization are characterized by a wide range of academic fields, new academic disciplines, collaboration with various domestic and international institutions, and an international outlook.We hope that you will be able to learn and research together with us, and that we will be able to help you solve global environmental problems.Thank you very much for watching this video.
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