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Ryo Nukina, Laboratory of Landscape Ecology and Planning at
the Department of Technology and Ecology

(Conducted on Dec. 20, 2023)

—: Interviewer
N': Assistant Professor Ryo Nukina

Assistant Professor Ryo Nukina

—: Thank you for your time today.
N: My pleasure.

—: What were you like when you were a child?

N: Basically, I was a city boy.

—: In Kyoto?

N: Yes, in Kyoto. I still live with my parents. I'm one
of the so-called “parasite singles” (middle aged and
unmarried men who has never left home).

—: Really! That’s rare in a way.

N: I think so too. It’s quite rare these days. My parents’
house is in Shijo Kawaramachi, which is in the center of
Kyoto city.

—: You’re such a good son.

N: Not really.... I should have left home long time ago
(laughs). My parents have given up already.

—: You went to elementary school, junior-high school,
high school and college in Kyoto?

N: That’s right. I’ve been living in Kyoto all my life.
—: Well, that makes me wonder how you got familiar
with nature or became interested in nature, when you
live in Kawaramachi.

N: Actually, that’s probably why I got interested in
nature, because there was so little of it. You see a lot
of things on TV. Basically, I was kind of interested in
nature, but I grew up surrounded by concrete buildings.
So I would desperately go out to look for nature in such
an environment.
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—: Is it like exploring your neighborhood?

N: Exactly. When I was in elementary school, I
could only go as far as I could walk, at best. I would
turn over river cobbles under Shijo Bridge to look for
insects, scoop up fish or something like that. I fished
a lot of rhinogobius and placed them on a windowsill
to examine their individual differences (laughs). I was
desperately searching for living creatures.

—: In that sense, the Kamo River is great. A river that
is safe and accessible.

N: That’s right. You will find a surprising number of
living creatures, if you look for them. For example,
there are many elementary schools that have closed due
to the declining birth rate in the urban area. When a
swimming pool filled with water is not in use, there is a
significant amount of dragonfly larvae. So I focused on
niche areas like that.

—: I have recently discovered that mosquito larvae
will hatch if there are no fish. I was a little impressed
because we can get rid of mosquito eggs with just one
fish, as it eats the eggs. I wondered what to do when
mosquitoes started coming out of the lab tank. I then
put in some fish in the tank, and they disappeared.
Nature is very interesting.

—: Have you been involved in the Gion Festival since
your childhood?

N: Yes, I have. Since I was in the second grade at
elementary school. I have been involved in the festival
for over 20 to 30 years.

—: That’s amazing. Maybe that’s why it’s difficult for
you to move to other places. Does this mean you have
experienced both culture and nature?

N: “Culture” might be an exaggeration. But living here,
I visit the Kamo River and I also go to the Gion Festival.
I feel like I'm being moved by what’s in front of me.

—: When you decided to study agriculture and the
environment, and major in agriculture at the university,
was that an extension of all that?

N: Absolutely. At my elementary school, I was in
charge of looking after classroom pets. After that, I
got myself a bicycle and I was able to go as far as the
Kitayama mountain area during my junior-high school
and high school years. I studied ants during those years.
—: That’s interesting. You already studied them during
your junior-high school and high school years?
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N: Well, I was only doing it for fun. There was a
professor specialized in ants at Kyoto Institute of
Technology, who. gave me a little bit of advice.

—: Ants are interesting.

N: Very much so. During my junior-high and high
school years, I was a member of the biology club, and
also, the cycling club. I sort of combined specialties of
both clubs (laughs).

—: Professor Yamamura (who was interviewed in the
last newsletter) mentioned that she also went as far as
she could with her bicycle. You both are interesting.

N: Gradually I expanded the area from Shijo to
Takaragaike Park and then into Kitayama. I gradually
entered the mountains. At that time, I knew quite a
bit about rivers and fish, but I knew nothing about
mountains. So [ began studying about mountains.

—: Did you study at a Super Science High School
which has connections to colleges? Or did you study the
subject on your own?

N: 1 was doing it on my own. Then the teacher in
charge of my club introduced me to the professor of KIT
whom he knew.

—: We sometimes have junior-high and high-school
students who come to visit our university with their
science teacher. It’s great to see the custom continuing.

—: You studied four years in the Faculty of Agriculture
and went on to the Graduate School of Agriculture of
Kyoto University?

N: That’s right.

—: Did you study at Morimoto lab?

N: Yes, in my fourth year.

—: Professor Morimoto was here when I joined
the GSGES faculty. I think it was about creating
“raingardens” in urban areas. I listened to his lectures
on that. I was researching stormwater management as
part of environmental engineering.

N: There are raingardens in Vietnam, too.

—: What was your theme of your graduation thesis?

N: At that time, Professor Morimoto had a project
on the conservation of cherry blossom trees in Mount
Yoshino in Nara Prefecture. I wrote about one part of
the project. Although cherry trees in Mount Yoshino
are called Hitome Senbon Zakura (1,000 flowering
cherry trees at a glance), in reality, there are over tens
of thousands of cherry blossom trees. Of course, people
plant them, so there are places where they grow well
and places where they don’t. The health of trees was
deteriorating, which was becoming a problem.

—: Did you examine its relationship with the soil and
other elements? Or the aspect of landscape?

N: At that time, we worked as a team. We had a team
doing a soil and fungi analysis, checking the health of
the trees themselves, conducting remote sensing, and
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so on. I used the old maps and aerial photographs to see
how the cherry groves have changed over time.

—: You worked on its history, then. That seems to be
similar to the standpoint of Professor Yamamura, too.
N: Mount Yoshino has become famous for its panoramic
vista of cherry blossom trees, but this appears to be a
relatively recent development. The tourism boom has
led to this, but in the Meiji era, there were many rice
paddies and fields in the area.

—: It means they have succeeded in setting a trend.

N: 1 suppose so. You know, Kintetsu Railway extended
a line to the area.

—: Did you write your thesis while interacting with
students and researchers who were studying about soil
nutrition and fungi in the project?

N: Yes, I did. However, I was a fourth-year undergrad
at the time, so I could barely understand what they were
talking about.

—: Was that the kind of research in which you gathered
old materials and discussed them?

N: Yes, it was. | examined old maps and photos to
conduct research on how cherry blossoms had been
perceived. I also reviewed a travel magazine called
Tabi (Journey). If you look through the copies of the
magazine published in the past 100 years or so, you can
see some kind of transition. The number of articles on
Mount Yoshino suddenly goes up at a certain point of
time when, for example, Kintetsu Railway opened a
station.

—: It makes a connection with the society.

—: Does the study of landscape science cover that
area?

N: The field of landscape science is extremely broad.
It’s the hardest area to capture, but that’s what I did
for my graduation thesis. I originally wanted to study
design. There are two categories within the field,
landscape design and landscape planning. Landscape
design is more like drawing, while landscape planning
is similar to what we’re doing right now with research.
In the past, this lab was called the landscape planning
and design lab, and there was research related to design,
too. But as time changed, design related research began
to decrease. Design alone is not enough as a research
topic. I guess I can agree with that.

—: Is that mean landscape design is closer to the
practice of landscaping?

N: Exactly. So I decided to put that path aside for a
while. I did the research in my fourth year anyway, and
I found it quite interesting.

—: Did you continue your research on Mount Yoshino
at the graduate school? Or did you do something
different?

N: 1 completely changed my topic, partly because
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Professor Morimoto retired at that time, and from there,
I decided to do the research I wanted to do during the
first year of my master’s degree. Our lab doesn’t give
much instruction on research topics since there are over
40 students even now. So I decided to study about the
Gion Festival. It was very challenging.

—: (laughs). But that’s a topic perfect for someone
living in Kyoto.

N: Yes, so I did my research on the Gion Festival. I may
have done too much, but it led to my doctoral thesis.
Afterall, that’s an urban festival, isn’t’ it? People only
see its cultural aspects, but if you look closely, there’s
quite a bit of plants used. For example, pine trees are
placed on top of the floats, and bamboos and dwarf
bamboos (sasa) are also used. I wondered where those
things came from, because no one had ever looked into
it. I kept interviewing people I knew to find out where
the natural resources, or rather plant resources, that
supported such an urban event came from.

—: You are like a detective (laughs).

—: It seems pine trees are indispensable element in
Japanese archetypal landscape. However, the number
of beaches with pine trees are decreasing lately. I
have heard that the scenes of horses galloping in the
background of period dramas are usually shot on the
western shore of Lake Biwa. There are still pine trees
left in that area.

N: That’s right. Those used in the Gion Festival were
originally cut down in the Higashiyama area. They were
loaded on to a two wheeled cart and brought through
the Shijo or Sanjo Bridge. But no trees are available in
that area anymore, so in some cases we need to go all
the way to other prefectures.

—: I have heard that many pine trees are suffering
from pine wilt disease.

N: Indeed. After all, what I found out then was that
originally, the Gion Festival sourced its natural
resources entirely from the vicinity of the three
mountains of Kyoto. However, now that they can no
longer source them, they are considering procuring the
resources from other prefectures or in some cases even
importing them.

—: | heard that this year’s Gion Festival offered VIP
seats for foreign visitors for about 400,000 or 500,000
yen, which sold out immediately. That’s what is
supporting Kyoto. As a city, I think it’s a success.

N: It’s no surprise that the Gion Festival did not involve
anyone with a natural science background. I think
they are crossing a pretty dangerous bridge in terms of
environmental sustainability.

—: You think it’s not sustainable?

N: No, it’s not sustainable. In the past, Gion Festivals
often used imported products. They imported tapestries
and other things. It makes you wonder how huge their
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footprints are (laughs).
—: Kyoto has a lot of those.

There are plenty of them. The wood used is also
very large in diameter. However, these days, it’s very
difficult to find pine trees with such large diameter.
So, what are we going to do? There are none. Should
we use laminated wood, or should we import trees
from overseas? It’s complicated. There are no more
pine trees. More than anything else, my research was
on dwarf bamboos, but they are also gone. We said to
ourselves, what are we going to do? People in Kyoto
thought that they could buy them by simply making a
call. Everybody believed natural resources were infinite.
We suddenly entered an era where we are uncertain if
the festival will continue.

—: Do you have any moments that you find research
fun or rewarding?

N: I've kept on going this way until now, so it’s about
my hometown. There are quite a few moments when
my research is useful in my immediate surroundings,
and people thank me specifically for that. I think that
is the most rewarding moment. There are times when
someone I know is in trouble and I can do something
directly to help.

—: It’s about being useful to the society.

N: That’s right. In a way, that’s the reason I chose to
study landscape.

—: Do people in the community come to consult with
you on matters other than the festival?

N: Sure. On many matters. Actually, it makes me
sad, because traditional industries are no longer
viable. I can’t say where, but even a famous garden
designated as a cultural asset cannot procure materials
for landscaping. The other thing is this tea whisk, for
example. They can’t make them anymore.

—: Oh, is it made of bamboo?

N: It’s made of Henon bamboo. Henon bamboo is no
longer available, although it seems like there are plenty
of them. Proper management is necessary to achieve
this diameter size.

—: Exactly. Too much nutrients, on the other hand, can
prevent the growth of bamboos.

N: I don’t think these bamboos are that special. After
all, fewer and fewer people are doing this kind of thing.
There are many cases where resources are available
somewhere, but they can’t be procured.

—: Academically, it’s incredibly interdisciplinary. It’s
like connecting people. It must be tough.

—: When I hear about all kinds of problems such
as those in rural areas, I almost always wonder if the
declining birth rate is the reason.

N: 1 think so, too. Declining birth rates and outflow of
people to urban areas.
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—: Many things have come up where we can’t just
be talking about the ideals anymore. Sometimes it’s
difficult to know how we can contribute to the solution.
N: That’s true. In that sense, I’'m a local, so I can’t run
away from those things (laughs). I can probably go to
implement a project in an unfamiliar place and suggest
that this should be done, as a researcher. However, if
I say, “This is what we should do,” in Kyoto, I have
to take responsibility for what I say. In that sense, I
have my back against the wall, which is both fun and
challenging, and requires a sense of responsibility.

—: And that’s what you do for a living. If you continue
doing it for more than 10 years, it becomes history.

A bricolage art made from insecticide spray, Niger

—: Do you have any recent research findings that you
would like to share with us?

N: I'm doing totally different research, like research on
steel towers. It’s about transmission tower. The research
is about infrastructure, so maybe it’s not appropriate to
talk about this topic on this newsletter.

—: No problem. Anything goes.

N: (laughs) What I could tell is the story of the dwarf
bamboos | mentioned earlier. During my master’s
degree, I discovered that Kyoto’s resources are in danger
of depletion and using them for traditional culture
poses a great risk. I therefore focused my research on
dwarf bamboo in my doctoral course. I explored various
reasons for the lack of resources and suggested ways for
revitalization. I continued that research until finally the
resource began to revitalize last fall,.

—: Is that similar to farming dwarf bamboos? Or do
you protect them where they grow wild?

N: The activity is in the heart of this mountain (pointing
at a leaflet). Basically, the major issue is the impact
of deer. The deer and the timing of the blooming and
withering of the flowers once every 60 years coincided
and dwarf bamboos were wiped out. Simply put, we
built a fence to keep the deer out. I wasn’t even sure if
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the bamboos would grow back or not. I dealt with that
whole chain of events in my doctoral thesis.

—: It’s hard to keep the deer away. There are so many
of them now. It seems there are fewer hunters and less
people who can slaughter them. I hear the animal should
be slaughtered within an hour to an hour and a half
to be eaten as game meat, otherwise it will smell bad.
N: 1 even got a hunting license. When I started
this project, I really wanted to see it from my own
perspective as something that was right in front of me.
I didn’t want to turn this into just a theoretical issue of
deer eating bamboo, so I asked a hunter to take me to
the field. Initially, I was an observer, but then I became
a hunter myself. Before I knew it, all the hunters were
gone because of old age.

—: Does that mean you can slaughter animals?

N: Sure. I even built a facility to prepare game meat
(laughs). It’s going to operate from now.

—: That’s incredibly important. We have to face the
reality.

I am working on another project in the northern part
of Kyoto, and the population is aging in that area, too.
Farmers prevent deer from entering fields by building
electric fences. In fact, if they bring the deer into town,
they will be taken care of. However, people can’t be
bothered to go to town, so they just dig a hole and bury
the deer. It’s an amazing world.

N: 1 think that’s quite common. It’s a distorted structure.
—: You cover a wide range of subjects.

N: 1don’t know how and where this ends up. In a way,
all of these are part of landscape science.

—: They are all focused on Kyoto, aren’t they?

N: In that sense, they are consistent.

—: Do you often do your research with your students?
N: 1 do. Sometimes we work on a topic that students
themselves come up with, like they want to do this or
that.

—: Could you share some of the things you keep in
mind in doing so?

N: In principle, how can I say, I try to have the same
perspective as them. I try not to make sweeping
judgments and avoid giving instructions to students, so
that they don’t just follow what I tell them. Especially
since this academic field is very broad, there are many
things that I have never worked on myself (laughs). If
the area is something I’'m familiar with, then it becomes
like giving instructions to do this and that in an
experiment. However, sometimes students come up with
something I know nothing about. Then we will figure
out together how to do it. It’s a learning experience
for me, too, although I have more practical experience
than the students, so I have something to offer in that
context. To put it better, we try to improve by learning
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from each other.

—: The approach may be suitable for students with
motivation, but not all students are motivated. How do
you guide those without motivation?

N: If they do not have any motivation, it’s very difficult
to guide them. However, most students just don’t know
what they want to do, and once they start, they get
motivated. Some of them have learned very little up
till now and they don’t have any materials on hand. For
example, some may have interest in their hometown or
what they have learned in previous classes. A student
working on the project on steel towers I mentioned
earlier, had no research topic. One day he came up to
me and said, “I’m sort of interested in infrastructure.”
I happened to be in touch with a power company, so I
asked him if he wanted to do something on steel towers.
He became very enthusiastic when I showed him one of
the photos. In recent years, we have sudden localized
downpours and severe weather, which have caused
problems when it comes to managing transmission
towers. When I brought up this topic, the student
became interested. That one photo inspired that student
to go on to a doctoral program.

—: Dr. Nukina yourself is something of a pioneer.
Perhaps you have a foundation that is likely to produce
something like that.

N: Maybe so. | have never done any research on steel
towers before (laughs). So I said, “Let’s do it together.”
—: The beginning of research is often the most
challenging since there is so much to find out. On the
other hand, it could move forward all at once. That is
wonderful.

—: Please tell us if there is any book or content you
have recently read that has caught your attention.

N: It’s a standard, but I have a large collection of literature
of the Kitayama area I surveyed (pointing at materials).
These materials document Kitayama from a long time
ago, about 90 years ago, which had a totally different
environment. These show how much the environment has
changed.

—: Where do you get hold of these materials?

N: 1buy them from secondhand bookstores. This is out
of print, and there are no secondhand books either. I’'ve
been buying a few things like that.

—: Amazing! But that’s the source of your research,
isn’t it?

N: Exactly. When I go through these, it looks like
there used to be no deer or wild boars in the past. When
we do research, we only have current information.
Reviewing the previous studies through online search,
we find that deer have become a problem in the
mountains. We then automatically write this without
much thought. However, it hasn’t always been that way.
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For example, the field of chemistry is the accumulation
of previous studies. However, I think field researchers
are often overly influenced by the mannerisms of the
chemistry community.

—: It’s interesting to know such facts. History is
currently undergoing a lot of reaffirmations, which are
likely to develop further.

N: That’s right. According to these, there were flocks
of species that are no longer present, such as copper
pheasants. Nowadays, no matter how hard I look, they
can’t be found.

—: It means that the ecosystem has changed
considerably.

N: Completely changed. That’s why we need to do the
present research based on information over a period
spanning about 100 years like this. It doesn’t seem right
to just look at the present day and say that deer are a
problem and should be reduced.

—: Looking at Japan’s policies, I'm not sure if they are
looking ahead five years. In fact, scientists do so.

N: In that sense, I'm not quite a scientist, for better
or worse. | tend to think in terms of the immediate
community in front of me.

—: That’s rare. It’s Kyoto, but it’s your hometown.

N: This was also pretty interesting, as a curveball
(showing a book). Takashogun to tsuru no misoshiru
(Hawk shogun and miso soup with crane). The title
sounds like a novel, but this is about the Japanese
culture of eating wild birds. I am a hunter, but the
number of wild birds I can catch is limited. The original
Japanese food culture is totally different, and quite a
few people of Kitayama used to make their living by
catching wild birds. The law changed and all those
things were lost.

—: This goes back to “unless we reduce the number
of deer first”... Well, it might be difficult because it’s
nature.

N: 1 find myself being pushed around by society and its
institutions (laughs), in a long history.

—: The time span we are looking at is 50 or 100 years.
We only live several decades in the span of time. It’s
frustrating.

N: People in the past used to go hawk hunting. I say
long ago, but I mean the time of my grandfather’s
grandfather. My grandfather used to work on the
reclamation of Lake Biwa. That was their generation.
Now I find myself doing research to restore that lost
ecosystem. In the time of my grandfather, they enjoyed
using nature as much as they liked, but now is the age
of environmental conservation. I think it’s different in
terms of culture and lifestyle.

—: That’s so GSGES.
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—: Lastly, what are your thoughts on the difference
between college and graduate school? Do you have
anything you would like to share with those who are
interested in pursuing graduate studies?

N: 1 changed the theme of research completely when I
started my graduate program. At that time, I received
advice from the chief priest of a temple, whom I know
well. He said in college, one can continue with what you
have learned so far. However, he suggested to create
my own world in graduate school. I still cherish these
words.

—: The fact that he is a temple priest is very Kyoto-like.
But you’re right.

N: He’s an alumnus of Kyoto University. There are
students who go to every class and are very studious.
However, it’s different in graduate school. The purpose
of a graduate school is to stimulate one’s desire to
achieve something or to have more knowledge than
others about something. He said that graduate school is
not an extension of college. I still think about his words.
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—: Some students who focused a great deal of their

time on sports or part-time jobs in college may

experience sudden progress in graduate school.

N: Advice to students... Let’s see. Don’t you think that

Japanese people these days lack energy?

— Yes, it’s often said. I think so, too.

N: Especially Japanese men. There are not many

Japanese PhD holders. When I look at them, I feel like

they’re trying to be the same as everyone else around

them. I hope they are not afraid of being different. If

everyone in their group gets a job, they will too, and

they won’t pursue a doctoral program because of vague

fears.

—: That’s true. Many people just follow the crowd

these days. I think they adopt such behavior during their

time in elementary and junior high schools. It’s become

inappropriate to praise someone in public (laughs).

Nobody wants to stand out too much.

— Thank you very much for your time today.
(Interviewer: Shuhei Tanaka)
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Professor Shinya Echigo and Visiting Professor Shigeo Fujii
(Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University) visited nine universities and
four institutions in four cities in Vietham From March 2 to 10, 2023.

GSGES has been conducting various educational and
research activities in Vietnam with several universities
and organizations there. Professor Shigeo Fujii, who had
played a central role in these activities, retired in March,
2021, and Professor Shinya Echigo took over his roles.
Then, as a team, they visited various places in Vietnam
to greet his replacement, introduce his successor, and
discuss future development of educational and research
collaboration, although their visits were delayed almost
two years due to COVID-19.

INFE T, HIBRIRESEON N F A TOHHK
FELORE - MRIEEICB W TH.ONBE % £
7o SN TEBEHEMRE BBIZ., T0%E % 5]
EMRCHBERBIZ L., 20233 IR N F A ZE
ML FE L7z 488 DOORGARRES & 5 D HEWZE
WHEFBEOFEEEZIT ) B, a0 FIZ L BE
IR AR ZEOA LR ) O E CTHE T RO F L
776

Schedule of Prof. Shinya Echigo and Visiting Prof. Shigeo Fujii’s visit to Vietnam.

Date Destination/event; Person to meet Remarks
. . o Laboratory

Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology: Dr. BX Thanh. tour

March 3
Van Lang University: Vice-president NQ Trung, Dean LTK Oanh, Dr. HT Loi. Facilities tour
<Ho Chi Minh City> Center for Environmental Technology & Management: | Laboratory

March 4 . .
Director HNP Mai. tour

March 5 | Hue Alumni Association Reunion: 6 members including Rector TT Duc. Dinner
<Hue> HUAF: 13 members including Rector TT Duc, former Rector LV An,
Vice-rector LD Phung.

March 6
HUSC: 10 members including Rector VT Tung, Dean NN Tung, Dean HC Tin. {;z:lbroratory
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Date Destination/event; Person to meet Remarks
<Danang> (Hotel) Meeting with graduates: TNQ Anh, HH Dac.

March 7 University of Danang: 6 members including Vice-president LQ Son, Dr. H Hai. Courtesy visit
DUT: 6 members including Rector NH Hieu, former Dean TV Quang. tlc,ilbroratory
<Hanoi> JICA Vietnam Office: Mr. S Tsuchimoto, Ms. M Nakamura, Mr. TT Thanh Thu.

March 8
JASSO Vietnam Office: Director T Hagiwara.
<Hanoi> HUST: 5 members including President HQ Thang, Prof. HT Hai, Dr. PL ..

Courtesy visit
Huong.

March 9 INEST, HUST: 20 members including Dean NTA Tuyet, former Dean NT Dung, | Laboratory
Vice-dean DX Hien, Vice-dean ND Quang. tour
Hanoi Alumni Association: 23 members including Dean NTA Tuyet, Dr. NPH Lien, .

Dinner
Dr. DQ Hung.
<Hanoi> Embassy of Japan in Vietnam: Ms. N Okamoto.
VJU: 6 members including Rector M Furuta, Dr. NTA Hang.
March
10 HUCE: Director NT Dung, Professor Emeritus NTK Thai.
Institute of Environmental Science and Technology, HUCE: Director N Viet-Anh. {;z;broratory

AR

The 43rd Global Environmental Forum — “The present and
future of mobility: recent trends in Japan and abroad”

On June 3, 2023, GSGES hosted the 43rd Kyoto Japan and abroad,” in a hybrid manner with onsite
University Global Environment Forum, titled “The participation (at Kyoto University’s Masukawa Hall)
present and future of mobility: recent trends in  and online via a Zoom webinar. A total of 106 people
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participated (25 in person and 81 online).

This forum focused on new technologies such as
electrification, autonomous driving, and shared mobility,
which are expected to bring about fundamental
changes in the mobility society surrounding us. We
discussed their potential and limitations in addressing
environmental and social issues like global warming,
air pollution, and population aging from the perspective
of socio-technical theory.

The first presenter, Keiichi Mitobe (director of
the NPO International Institute for Environmental
Economics), introduced—from a practitioner’s
perspective—the technologies and applications causing
major changes in the automotive industry in Japan and
abroad, as well as Japan’s strategy for accelerating the
electrification of automobiles and the factors driving
and hindering it, based on an examination of the cutting
edge and limitations of automated driving.

In the second presentation, Gregory Trencher
(associate professor, Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies, Kyoto University) and Toshihiro
Hamano (2nd year master’s student) focused on the
transportation issues brought about by an aging society
and presented, as mobility innovations to address these
issues, case studies of automated driving and Mobility
as a Service (MaaS). In an easy-to-understand manner,
they gave examples of demonstration experiments
in which autonomous driving and MaaS have been
introduced as innovations in mobility to deal with these
issues and the challenges that need to be overcome in
the future in an easy-tounderstand manner.

In the third presentation, Katsuhiko Naito
(speciallyappointed professor at Kyoto University’s
Graduate School of Economics and Management) focused
on the production and diffusion of electric vehicles
from both domestic and international perspectives, and
introduced the current situation and necessary measures
faced by Japan, which, despite its cutting-edge technology,
lags behind other countries in EV diffusion.

In the general discussion, based on answers to
questions solicited from the participants, we enjoyed
a lively discussion on the social and environmental
issues fundamentally changing the mobility society
as well as the expectations and questions regarding
new technologies as a means to address these issues.
By learning about various scientific perspectives
and practical situations, we were able to deepen
our knowledge of the current state and future of the
automotive society that surrounds us.

HERBRBE 24013, 20234E6 H3H (£) 12, %543
M Rk BREE 7+ — 54 [FEY 514 OH
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ILAS Seminar (Overseas) on “Livelihood, Environment and

Peace: Studying in Vietham”
(August 7-19, 2023)
By Ryo NUKINA, assistant professor, GSGES

The ILAS Seminar (Overseas) on “Livelihood,
Environment and Peace: Studying in Vietnam” was held
after a four-year hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This program is a cooperative project with Hue University
and other local institutions. This time, eight undergraduate
students and four faculty members (Hitoshi SHINJO,
Chiho OCHIAI Shuhei TANAKA, and Ryo NUKINA)
had joined. A total of 179 undergraduate students have
visited Vietnam through this program.

The visit started from Hue City, the former capital
of Vietnam, as the base for field training in Central
Vietnam, and we met up with members of Hue University.
From the following day, the participants not only visited
the city area, but also stayed in a rural area where ethnic
minorities live, giving them the opportunity to learn
about the lives of Vietnamese people in a changing
environment and lifestyle. At the end of our activities in
Central Vietnam, the students gave a joint presentation
with Hue University students. Together, they presented
the results of their onsite research and had lively
discussions with Hue University teaching staff members.
In Da Nang, the largest city in the central region, we
visited a dumping site and sewage plant, which provided
an opportunity to learn about the environmental impact
behind urbanisation. In Ho Chi Minh City, the inal
destination, we visited the Reunification Palace and the
War Remnants Museum, where we learned about the
history of the Vietnam War.

The itinerary started in rural areas with glimpses of
traditional life, and moved on to provincial cities and
then to a rapidly developing metropolis. The participants
deepened their understanding of “Livelihood,
environment and peace” in a modern world, while
discovering similarities and differences with regard to
their daily lives in Japan.

BT ESZ R DT

Visiting a rural area
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Dumping site in Da Nang
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The 44" Global Environmental Forum —“Reading and Walking
the Historical Geography of Kyoto University”

The Graduate School of Global Environmental
Studies (GSGES) holds the Kyoto University Global
Environmental Forum to disseminate the results of
environmental research at Kyoto University. The 44th
Forum was held on Saturday, October 14, 2023 (14:00
to 16:30), and Professor Aki Yamamura of GSGES gave
a lecture, titled “Reading and Walking the Historical
Geography of Kyoto University.” In the first hour of the
lecture, Professor Yamamura explained the historical
geography of Kyoto University’s campus and the former
Yoshida Village, where Kyoto University is now located.
While reading old maps and historical documents,
inferences were made about why Kyoto University was
established in this areca. After that, we walked around
Yoshida from Kyoto University’s main campus to learn
about the layout of Kyoto University’s buildings and
the topography and construction of the Yoshida area. It
was a cloudy and rainy day, but all thirty participants
listened intently to Professor Yamamura’s explanation,
and no one left even after the scheduled time. The
lecture made us realize that the present is in the flow
of time from the past, and that looking at the present
is both looking back on the past and thinking about
the future. We also thought about the depth of global
environmental studies.
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GSGES holds Kyoto University International Symposium 2023
on Education and Research in Global Environmental Studies in
Asia: “Rural Culture and Conservation - Implications for Global
Environmental Studies in the Anthropocene”

(December 11, 2023)

Kyoto University International Symposium 2023
on Education and Research in Global Environmental
Studies in Asia, themed “Rural Culture and
Conservation — Implications for Global Environmental
Studies in the Anthropocene”, took place 11 December
at Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry (HUAF)
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in Hue, Vietnam with Zoom broadcast. It was the first
International Symposium to be held outside Japan
since 2020, when the annual event was moved online
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Participating were 301
researchers, students, private-sector representatives,
and others from 52 organizations in 13 Asian and other

Page 17



Sansai Newsletter No.34

countries.

The conference opened with remarks from President
Nagahiro Minato of Kyoto University, Dean Takeshi
Katsumi of the University’s Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies (GSGES), Vice President Do Thi
Xuan Dung of Hue University, and Rector Tran Thanh
Duc of HUAF, some of whom spoke remotely. These
were followed by a keynote speech by former HUAF
Rector Le Van An, who discussed efforts to conserve
and transmit cultures of rural ethnic minorities, citing
as an example a HUAF-GSGES project to build a
community house using traditional construction
techniques. Afterwards, KyotoU Professor Emeritus
Shigeo Fujii accepted the title of Honorary Professor
from Hue University in a ceremony where he delivered
a commemorative speech and received bouquets of
flowers from relevant university officials and his
students amid warm applause from the audience.

The afternoon began with poster presentations by
early-career researchers and students, delivered in
three fields across five sessions — 1) Environmental
Technology (two sessions), 2) Natural Resources
(two sessions), and 3) Global Ecology (one session)
— followed by a question-and-answer session. Next,
invited early-career researchers with outstanding
achievements in these fields presented their research
and latest findings, sparking lively discussions.

As the presentations concluded, a best poster
awards ceremony took place with GSGES Professor
[zuru Saizen, the symposium committee chair, as the
presenter. The conference then closed with an address
from the Graduate School’s dean, Professor Makoto
Usami.

The 2023 International Symposium was notable
among other things for the advantage it offered on-site
participants of being able to interact with each other in
person, with a tea break and other intervals serving as
opportunities for renewing old friendships and making
new connections.

TRUONG PAI HOC NONG LAM- DAI HOC HUE

Group photo of on-site participants
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President Minato delivering
an opening address
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Discussion during an oral
presentation session
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Awards Given to GSGES Members

Eleven members of GSGES received awards between April 2023 and January 2024 :

1. 2023/6/3 Yu Tokunaga (Associate Professor) :
Japanese Association for American Studies (JAAS) /
Shimizu Hiroshi Award

2. 2023/6/9 Hirohide Kobayashi (Professor) : Kyoto
Society of Architects and Building Engineers / Kyoto
Architecture Award, Award of Excellence

3. 2023/6/22 Kohei Kawaguchi (Program-Specific
Assistant Professor): Japan Ozone Association /
Thesis Award

4.2023/6/24 Natsuki Komada (Program Specific
Researcher) : Japan Society of Tropical Ecology / Kira
Award Encouragement Prize

5.2023/7/29 Tamaki Morioka (doctoral student):
Symposium of The Association of Environmental
& Sanitary Engineering Research / Research
Encouragement Award

6. 2023/8/18 Yuqi Zhang (doctoral student): the
International Conference of Asian-Pacific Planning
Societies 2023 / Best Presentation Award

Tnsingad Ceufne: i AsiEn-Castie PLTIng ReLES 155 L Aty

TDEST FRESENTATION AWARD

Comment from the
Awardee:

“I am very happy and
honored to receive this
award.”
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7. 2023/10/21 Kanon Tanaka (master’s student): The
Shirley Sherwood Collection / Young Botanical Artist
Competition, the award of Exhibitor in the 19-25 age
category Award

8. 2023/11/3 Masashi Kamon (Professor Emeritus):
The Order of the Sacred Treasure, Gold Rays with Neck
Ribbon

9. 2023/11/18 Shigeo Fujii (Professor Emeritus):

KKNN Symposium / KKNN Fellow

10. 2023/12/1 Tomomi Funahashi (doctoral student):
International Consortium of Landscape and Ecological
Engineering 2023 / Best Presenter Award

11. 2024/1/20  Hirohisa Takano (Professor Emeritus):
The Japanese Society for Hygiene /JSH Award

1. 20234F6 H3H ik & (ERBRISE e %) -
T AN Ty EKIEE . B SER Transborder Los
Angeles: An Unknown Transpacific History of Japanese-
Mexican Relations (University of California Press,
2022)

2.20234F6 HOH /MR IR IE (MWERBRIEFEHIZ) -
GURRHF IS 2% 4511 I U RS B R [P O
STAKHT |

3.20234E6H22H  JINET HEP (b ERBRBE 2 5 58
B#) « BARA V U He @B ARG “Linear
Relationship between Temperature and the Apparent
Reaction Rate Constant of Hydroxyl Radical with
4-chlorobenzoic Acid”

4.20234E6H24H Byl EH A (M ERBR B w0 4%
EMFZER) ¢ HARSGE A RE2R 4 552710 3 BE 3R
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. = E 7L “Effects of host tree size on the species
richness and abundance of epiphyte assemblages in a
Bornean lowland tropical forest”
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6. 20234E8 H18H  Yuqi Zhang ( Hi Ek B 35 2% 4> {1
+ i #£ ) : International Conference of Asian-Pacific
Planning Societies 2023, Best Presentation Award,
X 4t F& 3C ¢ Urban Shrinkage Research: A Systematic
Literature Review

7.20234£10H21H W fEH (MERREAEB
+: 7% # ) : The Shirley Sherwood Collection. Young
Botanical Artist Competition the award of Exhibitor in
the 19-25 age category
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9.2023F11H18H FEIF Wl (WEKF X/ EH
¥2) t KKNNY v AEKY % A, KKNN Fellow

10. 20234E12H1H  JiRAE A (M ERIRBE 22 & 1
+: 7848 ) © International Consortium of Landscape and
Ecological Engineering 2023, Best Presenter Award.
% H L 72 3§ 3% Conservation of Historical Landscape
and Sustainable Timber Production in Temple Forests -A
case study of the world heritage site Enryaku-ji temple-

Best Presenter Award '5?’“‘%‘7}’ 5—5F "
Z
/»

Tomeoini Funahashi

11. 20244E1H20H &% A (HHEKRFEAEH
) HARMASS, HARBAESSS 20234 (471
SIERE) 261N E . T E R [ BTN & .
TR BT AR A RISt
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