Sansai Newsletter No.4

7 June 2013

ESEEMLY 2V ARI LZERE
B 197 (MIRIRIRE 2B

The International Symposium on Education and Research in En-
vironmental Management/Fifth Symposium of Kyoto University
Environmental Management Leadership Program was jointly
organized by the Kyoto University EML Program and Graduate
School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES) on 8 March
2013. The symposium’s objective was to share and evaluate the
achievements of the EML program’s education and research
activities at Kyoto University (KU) as well as KU’s overseas
field campuses in Hue, Hanoi, and Shenzhen and other collabo-
rating universities in Asia. The future direction and expansion
of international cooperation on education and research was also
discussed at the symposium.

Close to 150 colleagues from a spectrum of environment-
related disciplines attended the symposium. Their number com-
prised more than 100 KU participants and 38 participants from
overseas collaborative universities in Vietnam (Hanoi University
of Science and Technology, Hue University and Danang Univer-
sity), China (Tsinghua University), Laos, Cambodia, Thailand,
Malaysia, India and Bangladesh.
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The GSGES/EML Vietnamese Alumni Reunion Work-
shop was held at Hue University of Agriculture and
Forestry on 16 March 2013, Over 50 faculty members,
students, and alumni from GSGES and three Viet-
namese universities (Hanoi University of Science and
Technology, Hue University, and Danang University of
Technology) used the workshop as an opportunity to
celebrate their reunion and exchange new ideas for fu-

ture research and educational collaboration.
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Collaborating for change: piloting a widely
replicable tertiary-level course on community
sustainability in Hue, Vietnam

Tracey Gannon (HiBKERIE S EHEHIR)

Sustainability — understood broadly as living within
our means without compromising future needs — is a
global concept that is best tackled locally, at the com-
munity level. This was the central message for the 13
young Vietnamese students participating in the Building
a Sustainable Future: Principles and Challenges course,

piloted at Hue University, Vietnam, from 20 February to
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22 March 2013.

The course was co-taught by lecturers Andreas Neef,
Jane Singer and Tracey Gannon from Kyoto Univer-
sity Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGES) in collaboration with six faculty members of
Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry (HUAF).
Neef, Singer and Gannon are all members of the
GSGES-based Tertiary Education for Sustainable De-
velopment Initiative (TESDI), a Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science project aiming to create a widely
replicable model course on sustainability. Their primary
reason for being in Hue was to ascertain the adaptability
and universality of a new sustainability course piloted at
Kyoto University over 15 weeks to 25 undergraduates
at Kyoto University through the Kyoto University Inter-
national Education (KUINEP) program from 11 April to
25 July 2012, The course aims to: 1) introduce sustain-
ability issues to undergraduates from all disciplines; 2)
foster essential competencies for embracing sustainabil-
ity concepts, such as critical thinking, problem solving
and collaborative decision-making skills and the power
to imagine future scenarios; and 3) encourage students
to not only think but to act sustainably. In Hue as in
Kyoto, students were asked to consider the economic,
social and environmental factors that affect the long-
term sustainability of various local communities, as
well as global issues relating to sustainability.

The Hue course combined innovative classroom ac-
tivities and learning materials with special fieldworks
conducted on campus, in Hue city, and in the mountain-
ous and coastal regions bordering the city. It also incor-
porated an extensive evaluative framework, designed to
gauge the effectiveness of the course in enhancing stu-
dents’ ecoliteracy and fostering environmental action.
This included monitoring and observation of student
interactions in group discussion, self-grading on the part
of students, pre- and post-course questionnaire surveys
and an online forum for extra-curricular debate and dis-
cussion relating to topics raised in class.

Education for sustainability (EfS) courses must do

much more than provide content on sustainability is-
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Students ask, “How sustainable is my town?”

sues; they should also integrate key EfS principles,
such as participatory education, collaborative curricu-
lum building and interdisciplinary and multi-cultural
approaches for stimulating systems thinking. These
principles underpinned course preparation, design and
implementation in Hue. HUAF team members — com-
prising six lecturers and seven young administrators
who served as teaching assistants for the course — en-
thusiastically helped to adapt a course on local sustain-
ability developed in the North to the needs, concerns
and priorities of university students in Vietnam. They
provided essential local knowledge to the team-taught
lectures, for example; bringing Vietnamese policies for
renewable energy development to a discussion of sus-
tainable energy systems and contributing local govern-
ment goals for Hue’s industrial development to a lecture
on city sustainability. Opportunities for inter-cultural
and inter-disciplinary learning were maximised via the
development of an online course support (OCS) forum
by HUAF faculty member Dr Ho Dac Thai Hoang. This
allowed lecturers to upload lecture slides, extra-curric-
ular reading materials and links to further information

before classes — all of these invaluable student aids for a
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course taught solely in English. The OCS also afforded
students opportunities for lively debate and discussion
outside classroom time.

Students” responses to the course were encouraging.
Ms Minh Hién Nguyén’s enthusiastic posting on the
class blog that she had turned down her father’s kind
offer of a motorbike and asked for a bicycle instead
displayed both an impressive grasp of one of the key
threats to sustainability in Hue city, where emissions
from private transportation and traffic congestion are
increasing rapidly owing to a poor public transport
network, as well as a strong determination to take per-
sonal action for sustainability. The organisers were also
impressed by the students’ willingness to engage criti-
cally with the issues presented to them. For example,
when students reflecting on a visit to a Hue city water
supply treatment center heard that 68.8% of citizens
have safe, clean water, they wanted to know about the
32.2% of city dwellers, and those living in neighbour-
ing upland and lagoon areas, who did not enjoy access
to clean, drinkable water. Later, when students visiting
an upland commune saw successful bee-keeping and
livestock husbandry initiatives for improving villagers’
livelihoods, they queried why project participation had
not been extended to ethnically marginalised members
of one of the commune’s resettlement villages, showing
clear understanding of the need to consider economic
and social, as well as environmental, aspects of sustain-
ability. Dr Le Van An, course organizer for the HUAF
team, and vice-rector of Hue University was particularly
impressed by the students’ capacity to not only grasp
sustainability issues but to visualize their solutions. So
much so, in fact, that upon hearing students’ campus
sustainability proposals he strongly urged one group to
take its proposal for vertical farming techniques to grow
organic produce on campus to the university’s central
administration, with a view to implementation.

It is too soon to know if the course will achieve
its objective of fostering change-makers, although a
follow-up survey is to be conducted in September 2013

as the last stage in the course’s evaluative framework.
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Until then, the organisers can only wait, watch and hope

that Ms Minh Hién Nguyén is enjoying the use of that
bicycle. Or better still, that she has persuaded some of

her friends to ride to school with her.

For more information about TESDIS exciting experi-
ment in sustainability education, please contact the

course coordinator at gannon.traceyjean.3c@kyoto-u.

ac.jp

JASSO short stay special auditing students’
presentations
Gaku Masuda (MEKIRIEZFEMHRE)

Since 2011, GSGES has co-organized the international
joint education program with the Center for South East
Asian Studies (CSEAS), the Graduate School of Agri-
culture and the Graduate School of Asian and African
Area Studies under CSEAS’ Southeast Asian Studies
for Sustainable Humanosphere project.

On 24 April 2013, we held the Japan Student Servic-
es Organization (JASSO) short stay exchange student
study plan presentation meeting at Kyoto University.
Six students — all of whom you can meet below — gave
a 10 minute presentation followed by five minutes each

for questions and comments. The 25 participants at the

meeting then enjoyed a lively 90-minute discussion.

Group photo of the six special auditing students, their
supervisors and colleagues.
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Students will give a final presentation in September to

show their achievements.

Introduction of JASSO short stay students

Anggi Mardiyanto Suparlan

I am Anggi Mardiyanto Suparlan. My nick name is
Anggi. I was born in Banyumas, Central Java Province,
Indonesia on 7 June 1986. In 2004, I enrolled as an
undergraduate student in the Landscape Architecture
Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Bogor Agricultural
University (IPB), Indonesia, majoring in landscape
planning and design. The topic of my undergraduate
thesis was the role of integrated farming systems in the
planning of “Pekarangan” landscape. After my gradu-
ation in 2010, T worked as a landscape maintenance
supervisor for one year in PT Sentul City, Tbk, before
returning to the Landscape Architecture Department
at IPB as a master’s student. My research study topic
at IPB is “Stopover Habitat Distribution Modeling of
Oriental Honey Buzzards (Pernis ptylorhynchus) Based
on Satellite-Tracking Data in East Belitung District,
Indonesia Related to Global Climate Change ”. In 2013,
I enrolled as an exchange
student in the laboratory of
International Environment
and Disaster Management,
Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies,
Kyoto University. My cur-
rent research interests are
landscape management and

remote sensing.

Anggi Mardiyanto Suparlan

Do Thi Phuong Thao

My name is Do Thi Phuong Thao. I come from Viet-
nam. | graduated from Hanoi University of Science and
Technology (HUST), Vietnam. I work at Hanoi Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Environment in the

Department of Water Resources and Meteo-hydrology. I
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am studying for a master’s degree at HUST in the field
of environmental management. My research topic is in-
ventory wastewater discharged into a reception source.
It is a good chance for me to receive a short-term
scholarship from the “Southeast Asian Studies for Sus-
tainable Humanosphere” Project of Kyoto University, in
co-operation with the Japan Student Services Organiza-
tion (JASSO). I was accepted to carry out my research
experiments at Professor Shigeo Fujii’s laboratory at
the Graduate School of Environmental Global Studies,
Kyoto University, from April 2013 to September 2013.
Controlling the quality and quantity of wastewater
from all activities before its discharge into the recep-
tion source plays an important role to evaluate pollution
situation, calculate pollution load contribution of each
activity and propose solutions to improve water qual-
ity. Emission inventory, especially wastewater inven-
tory, is a new environmental
management tool in Vietnam.
The purpose of my research
is to approach and apply
methodologies to inventory A
wastewater discharged into
a reception source then con-

tribute to water environment

management activities in

general. Do Thi Phuong Thao

Fauzi Mubarak

I am Fauzi Mubarak, but you can call me Fauzi or Ozi. |
am from Indonesia and live in Jakarta. I am studying for
a master’s degree in development studies at the School
of Architecture, Planning and Policy Development at
Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB), Bandung, West
Java, Indonesia. From April 2013, [ came to Kyoto
University to study at the Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies as a JASSO short stay exchange
student. I will be here for six months, researching ur-
ban farming in Indonesia and Japan, under the supervi-
sion of Prof Kosuke Mizuno from the Center for South

East Asian Studies. In building up a picture of urban
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farming in Japan, I hope to
identify the historical, land-
use policy that connects
with urban farming and their
community in Japan. Study-
ing in Japan at Kyoto Uni-

versity is a good experience

for me. I can meet students

Fauzi Mubarak

from other countries and learn
much more about Japanese culture.

Terima Kasih (Arigatogozaimasu).

Lilis Verawati
My name is Lilis Verawati and 1 am from Indonesia. I
am currently in the second year of my master’s degree
at the Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB), where I
am majoring in development studies. I came to Kyoto
University in April this year, after being selected for the
JASSO program. I am staying at Misasagi International
House, about 4.4 km from the main campus and I com-
mute to the university everyday by bicycle.

My undergraduate study was in economics. As an
internal auditor affiliated with the Trade Ministry of
Indonesia, I am interested in conducting a comparative
study of the rice market and farming in Indonesia and
Japan. My research objective in Japan is to observe the
actors of rice markets and analyse the interdependent
relationships between them, with a view to better under-
standing how to create agricultural sustainability. There
are many difficulties in Indonesia to control the supply
and price of rice. By better understanding practices in
both countries, I hope to find some best practices to
improve the sustainability
of agriculture in accordance
with local conditions. During
my months in Kyoto, I am a
member of the laboratory of
Resource Governance and

Participatory Development

under the supervision of Pro- \

fessor Andreas Neef. Lilis Verawati
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Nguyen Thi Thuy An
My full name is Nguyen Thi Thuy An. [ am a master’s
student from Hue College of Science, Hue University. I
am studying in Kyoto for six months. During this time, I
am lucky to receive the guidance and support of my su-
pervisor, Prof. Eiji Nawata. In my future career as well
as my research, I plan to study about environmental ru-
ral problems. At the moment, I’m researching Japanese
alternative agriculture, especially organic farming, as
a model for Vietnamese alternative agriculture. I hope
that this research will help me find out the most suitable
and effective way to handle Vietnamese agricultural
waste and use pesticides and fertilizers. Six months
in Japan is not a long time for my research. Still, 1
believe that I will be able to learn how to create safer
agricultural products and
an environmentally friendly
agricultural system with the
support of my supervisor. In
addition, studying at Kyoto

University provides me with

a great chance to deepen my
knowledge of environmental

studies.

Nguyen Thi Thuy An

Pranawita Karina Nursyirwan

Hello, my name is Pranawita Karina Nursyirwan. You
can call me Karina. I am from Indonesia and live in
Jakarta. | am in the second year of a master’s program
at Bogor Agricultural University (IPB), Bogor, West
Java, majoring in landscape architecture. Right now I
have a great opportunity to join the JASSO Short Stay
Exchange Student Program
at Kyoto University for six
months (April-September). £
My current research is about
soil and landuse-based eco-
system management and §

relates to my undergradu-

ate studies in land resource

management. In Japan, [ Pranawita Karina Nursyirwan
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am conducting my research under the supervision of
Prof Shozo Shibata from the Department of Landscape
Ecology Planning at the Graduate School of Global En-
vironmental Studies. During my time in Japan, | hope
to better understand the characteristics of the Japanese
agricultural landscape and learn about past forms of
ecology landscape management in Japan. | have a good
impression about Kyoto University: the people are kind,

the facilities are excellent and this city is beautiful too.
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The 26" meeting of the Hannari Kyoto Shimadai-juku
was held on 22 March 2013. This time the theme was
“Swim in the sea of iraka” — “iraka”™ being another
reading of the kawara roof tiles under discussion at the
meeting. Mr Daisuke Michigami, a professional tiler
based in Awaji, and Dr Yoshiyuki Suzuki, a specialist in
architecture and disaster prevention from Ritsumeikan
University, Kyoto, delivered presentations and talked
with the audience about kawara and its relationship
with traditional architecture. Fifty five participants at-

tended this event.
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Future Symphonic Academy Vol. 01 titled “Our Emerg-
ing Future” was held at the Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies (GSGES) on 16 April 2013
(co-organizers GSGES and the Association of Open
Garden). In the face of ongoing social change since the
Great East Japan Earthquake and the accident at the Fu-
kushima No. 1 nuclear power plant, participants of the
forum exchanged ideas about how to build a new future
for Japan. The forum was attended by 95 people, which
included 10 graduate students from the GSGES and 40

undergraduate students.
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Last year, the Graduate School of Global Environmental
Studies (GSGES), Kyoto University (KU), established
the Connectivity of Hills, Human and Ocean (CoHHO)
Educational Unit jointly with KU’s Graduate School of
Agriculture, Graduate School of Humanity and Envi-
ronmental Studies and Field Science Education and Re-
search Center. For five years starting from April 2013,
the Unit’s educational program is open to all graduate
students of Kyoto University. The opening event of

the program was held on 17 April 2013. This year, a
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greater-than-expected number of students, including 35
students of GSGES, are taking the CoOHHO Educational

Program.
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Denis Bailly fE1-1C k3504 DET#E
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&I L BIEEHEIT O VIERR G R B L &
4, EEMliZ. http://fserc. kyoto—u. ac. jp/cohho/
index/130629sympo &, L &V, HFEE0ZH
%, BR/bLTEYET,

E g >R P77 L “Integrated Ecosystem Man-
agement from Hill to Ocean”

The Educational Unit for Studies on the Connectivity of
Hilltop, Human and Ocean (CoHHO) and the Field Sci-
ence Education and Research Center are co-organizing
an international symposium titled “Integrated ecosystem
management from hill to ocean”. The symposium will
take place 26-28 November 2013 at Kyoto University.
Registration for this event is now open and abstracts are
being accepted. For more information, log on to http://

fserc.kyoto-u.ac.jp/isymposium/

HEWERPHE L=y P T, 20134 11 A
26 A (k) 7528 A OR) (T, EMSEfRRES—
T, EHEEY A Y 7 A “Integrated Ecosystem
Management from Hill to Ocean” #BHfEL F 3.
26 B (k) 13, 74—/ NRREENRE S Z—
10 FEFEERB LB, AP T A, A
oot 27 B (k) O ETiThivET, 28 A (K)
W, =7 2 —a rEFELTWEDT, FEMIL,

http://fserc. kyoto—u. ac. jp/isymposium/ %, =
BLIEEn,

BHEHEEEDEEICDLT / Seeking Articles for Sansai Newsletter

EERED=a— A« LA —~DORFOEE ZHEDFIE, ges—sansailges. kyoto-u. ac. jp £ T

THEHE L IEEW,

We are now accepting submissions for Sansai Newsletter No. 5.

To contribute, please email ges-sansai@ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp
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